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ñEducating the youth of today for a better tomorrowò 

 

DISAPPEARING FORESTS! 
 

 

 
Since the early days, human beings have had special relations with trees and forests. 

Forests provide many useful things to man, animals and plants. Intact fores ts are important 

because they give us timber, fruits, firewood, charcoal and medicines when we are sick. 

Forests are worth a lot more to us when they are alive than when they are dead. Their 

leaves and roots help to put nutrients, in poor soils, their leav es also help clean up the air 

and make more oxygen, which we so desperately need in order to live. An example of such 

trees is the Acacia or Munga trees.  
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The FoRests of Africa     
 
Forests are estimated to cover about 55 ð 61% of Zambiaõs total land area and 
9.8% of this area is covered by forests that are protected by the law. Because 
forests play such important roles, the Government has decided to protect them 
because even when every one can use them, they belong to no one.   

 

Africa in general and Zambia in 

particular has enough trees and 

forests to meet all our needs, 

provided we use them wisely. 

Forests help to clean the air by 

absorbing harmful pollutants. They 

also provide us with many 

materials we need to construct 

our houses, wooden poles for our 

fence posts and electricity supply 

lines and our railway lines and 

pulp and paper mills are all 

supported by our local forest-

based industries.  

 
Apart from natural forests, another type of forest is the plantation. 
Plantations are forests that ha ve been planted by Human beings. An 
example of a plantation is the Pine and Eucalyptus plantations on the 
Copperbelt. Plantations are very neatly arranged in straight lines. One 
noticeable feature about a plantation is that they have the same type of 
tree growing over a very large area. A plantation can also be a protected 
forest.  
 
 If we want to keep our planet healthy so that we can continue 

living here, we have to look after our forests,  
because trees mean life!  

Wetter vegetation types- mainly forest and grasslands 
derived from forests 

Drier vegetation types ï mainly woodland, wooded 

grasslands 

Desert, Semi desert and thorn shrubs 

Source: Know your trees 
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The Forest; Natureõs FacTory and Home  
 
Trees provide us with many nice things. Some of these nice things that 
trees give us may not be seen with our naked eyes, while othe rs are 
completely visible. If we want to see these natural gifts, we must open 
our eyes and ears. Look carefully at the picture below and you will see all 
the nice things that trees give us. You may need an adult to assist you 
understand some other uses.  
 
 
 
 

Trees provide shelter to 
mammals, birds and many 

insects  

Small twigs, leaves and 
flowers that fall to the 

ground, are food for 
many animals and insects  

Trees play an important role in making oxygen 
and carbon dioxide. These two gases are 

needed by many animals and plants for 
breathing.  

Many insects, 
birds and mammals 

live in holes in 
trees  

Trees provide food to 
humans, insects and 
birds. We get fruits, 

leaves, flowers and roots 
from trees.  

Forests are a valuable natural resource that we need to look after. 

Forests can contribute to better lives for all local c ommunities. 

Unfortunately, the knowledge about better management and use of 

this natural resource is often lacking in most of our communities!  

Source: Forest Certification 
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OUR Forests Under Threat!  
 

A long time ago, it was very hard for humans to cut more trees from the forest than 
they wanted. This was because the tools they used were primitive and the forests were 

also too big. As humans advanced, they started to use modern equipment like tractors 
and bulldozers that could clear large parts of the forest in a very short time. The 

forests grew thinner and thinner as they were being cleared for; 
 

a) Commercial farms  
The common òChitemene systemó which simply means, slash and burn.  This involves the 

removal of barks from trees in order to kill them, 
once dry, these trees are felled and burnt to add 
wood ash to the soil. These soils remain productive 
for a period of  5 ð 6 years. This system, though 
effective was best done in low population density 
areas. However, This method of farming is not 
recommended because there is not so much land left 
due to over population. The fire that is set disturbs 
the natural soil balance thus killing many soil animals 

and plants that help to improve the soil. Conservation farming methods are better 
alternatives. Ask your local Forestry Officer on how these are used.    

 
b) Wood fuel Collection 

Over 80% of the population in Zambia uses wood whether as wood 
or charcoal. Because of the abundance of this forest resource, many 

people have exploited it without any system that checks its proper 
use. Open air cooking is quite common in rural areas. Planting 
woodlots and building cooking houses is a better alternative to 

wasting fuel wood. 
 

c) Settlements 
Illegal settlements are about one serious contributor 
to the loss of forest cover. This problem is quite 
common in many parts of Zambia. Large areas of 
intact forests are cleared for agriculture and 
settlements. Unplanned settlements have been known 
to create serious shortages of wood fuel and other 
forest products once the forest is cleared. When these 
settlements are created on the wrong soil types, 
serious problems associated with the loss of soils can 
occur.  Planning settlement areas and better methods 

of farming would go a long way in solving problems associated with the loss of forest 
cover. 
 

  We are destroying huge amounts of forests with just an axe and a saw. Hardwood trees that take 
hundreds of years to grow have been cut down within 20 minutes! Even when we know forests are 
important, we burn their young and cut down all the big trees. We also produce charcoal, which we sell to 
distant people. In the end, we have nothing.   
 



THE COMMUNITY VERSUS THE FORESTRY LAW 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A good community member should 
always get involved by attending 
CRB/VAG meetings in their area. The 
CRB/VAG meetings are meant to solicit 
for ideas on how the community can 
better manage thei r local resources. 
These meetings can also give you the 
chance to ask the ZAWA, Forestry, 
and/or Fisheries Officers about other 
issues in your area. The CLZ Mobile Unit 
can also assist when visiting your area.  

 

If w
e have to save our forests from

 the urban 
traders, w

ith large vehicles w
ho com

e to steal 
our charcoal, w

e need to get involved. D
o not 

try
 to confront these people, they m

ay hurt 
you. S

peak to your C
R

B
 C

hairperson and 
find out how

 you can control them
. T

hese 
people are stealing your com

m
unity 

resources w
hich w

hen controlled can assist 
you to build schools, clinics and even hire 

teachers and health w
orkers to w

ork in your 
com

m
unity. T

he choice is yours!  
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Anyone found cultivating, digging, 
ploughing or picking forest produce in a 
protected Forest has committed an act 

which the forest law refers to as a  
òForest Offenceó.   
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HOW CAN MY SCHOOL CONSERVE THE FOREST RESOURCES IN MY AREA? 
 

1. Always avoid grazing animals carelessly. Young trees 
that are still trying to grow maybe eaten by these 

animals. Restrict your animals to grazing areas. This will 
give young trees a chance to grow quickly, strong and 

healthy.  
 

2. Do not light bushfires carelessly. These fires can destroy both 
old and young trees. Careless fires have been known to change 

an entire forest sometimes to grassland once all the big trees are 
dead.  

 
3.  Start a school or community tree 

nursery. Any Officer from the Forestry Department 
or the CLZ-Mobile Unit can give your group or 

community a short talk on how you can establish 
your small tree nursery. Help to re-plant trees. 

These will eventually grow into a forest. Read and 
learn more about how to look after them. 


