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WILDLIFE IN TROUBLE!

Zambia is a country with 19 National Parks (NP) and 39 Game
Management Areas (GMASs). The forest reserves are about the
most abundant of all the n atural resources and therefore cover
the largest area.

The other two resources that are also important and relatively
abundant are the Fisheries and wildlife resources. Wildlife and
fisheries are an important source of protein and this magazine
explains why these resources are vulnerable.

This magazine was produced by Ernest Chingaipe for Conservation Lower

Zambezi Environmental Education Programme



Wildlife;: Them & Us/

During the days of Adam, man and animals used to live together
side by side. Every man and animal had their way without getting
in the way of the other. Man ate and preserved animals, berries,
roots and fruits just like God told him.

But somewhere along the way, something went wrong and death
entered the world. Humans putt on a different face and became
cruel and selfish. When they hunted, they killed in numbers. When
the animals saw tifey all started to run away at the sight of

/ humans. Humans were feared as
enemies. This enemity spread
amongst the animals that they
started to eat each other in what
we now call OPr eda
relationships.

Because man at that time was
not fully dev eloped, there was
little to no damage he did on
wildlife populations when he hunted. His simple hunting tools
being spears and axes made it impossible to kill very large prey
over a short period of time. His hunting expeditions would last
something between 2 0 3 months, returning with only a single
Kill.

WILDLIFE HAS FALLEN INTO TROUBLE BECAUSE IT
MEANS DIFFERENT THINGS TO DIFFERENT PEOPLE!!!
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WHAT DOES WILDLIFE MEAN TO YOU AND

I?

Wildlife has come under conflict with many different kinds of people
(stakeholders) not only because of its abundance and wide distribution, but
also because so many people pursue this resource quite differently.
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The Wildlife Manager, Lodge Owner

and Educator
Looks at wildlife as a resource that needs to be protected at

costs for tourism, recreation, education and entertainmen

b) The Community
Looks at wildlife as a
source of the much
needed protein (food)

d) The
Researcher
Looks at wildlife as an
important outdoor
classroom that needs ta

be potected

Source of Artwork on this page Community skills
manual for theADMADE programme

THE ROLES OF DIFFERENT WILDLIFE MANAGERS

The Community

Collects ideas and opinions from community
members on how best to manage their wildlife
Takes part in &projects that bring development in

their area

Reduces on all illegal activities by practicing good
methods that conserve their wildlife resource

The Tour Operator (Lodge Owner)

- Brings money into the area
Offers ampient to local people
Offers skills training through on the Jc
Brings tourists into the area
Supports community development
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WILDLIFE IN TROUBLE!

From as far back as one can remember, humans have always told
stories about defeating large animals b gain victory over these evil
beasts. According to our ancestors and folklore, victory

over beasts simply meant victory over evil spirits and

demons.

According to some traditional beliefs, things like itching hands,
twitching of either top or bottom eyelids, the heart skipping a bea
and a series of bad dreams, were signs of many bad things to co
The sighting of snakes, black cats, owls, bush babies a
chameleons brought discomfort amagst the elderly.

= Myths are stories that were
'y created by our ancestors to
)-_ explain strange things that people

see or hear. Our traditional setup
is full of these myths. They are
there for a purpose. As more and
more people learn more about
nature, they start to question
whether these myths are true!

According to some traditional
Zambian beliefs, signs of bad things
to come are typically the strange
occurrences, strange looks, strange
behaviour, and meeting strange
things are regarded as evil.

Animal parts were collected and used as charms for
hunting and power. The Lamba believe that a true hunter
has to have tattoos made on him. Other tribes mix the
blood from wild animals with medicines from roots of trees.

This mixture once applied to their arrows would ensure a

kill. (Aaapted from Zambian Myths and Legends of the wild)




THE ASSUMED EVILS THAT SURROUND WILD ANIMA LS
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Many people have different beliefs and fears about the owl. It is believed that I
I if an owl sits on your rooftop and hoots, someone in your family is either about to die
or had died. Others believe that when yoular e
I touches your car, you will not reach your destination!

_—————————————————

It is believed that when a black

Itis believed that w hen an cat crosses your path, some one in
your family will die. It is also

eland is killed and tears are ﬁ‘)n ' .
seen to run down its face. — : believed that a cat crying gt you.r
( ) house is calling death!

That is a bad sign to the
hunter and his family. . ]
Another feared animal is the

bush baby. It is believed that
once a bush baby cries in a tree at your house, some one will di

It [s also believed that God sent a message of eternal life
through the chameleon, but the lizard twisted the message it gor
from the chameleon and instead fto& a message of death into the world.

OThe origins of superstitious beliefs |lie in our t rimdoset
proxi mi ty with nature. They roamed dense forests, huntin
experienced many strange encounters with animals and plants. But even though strange, some animals have special chass

thathelphumans. For exampl e, owl s and snakes are responsi
a good thing, but how do we treat these important animalgadapted from Zambian Myths and Legends of the wild)
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issues that affect you and the
environment. Do not hesitate to ask!
Ignorance has no defense!

you to learn about many different

®.THE COMMUNITY VERSUS THE WILDLIFE LAW

D‘O

A good community member should
enquire from any ZAWA, Forestry, or
Fisheries Officer or the CLZ Moks
Unit on how they can use any one of
these resources in their area without
getting into problems with the law.
The CLZ Mobile Unit is there to assisi
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There are many kinds of natural esources in
your area, but the resources that maybe of a
higher value are 2 Fisheries, Forestry and
Wildlife. These resources are always a major
source of conflict because of the revenues
they generate. The wildlife Officers- (Wildlife
Police Officers) that are employed by the
Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) are
responsible over these resources if they lie
in a National Park and/or Game Managemen
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anyone who helps themselves to a resource st
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as wildlife and/or fisheries without permissior



